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Dennis Carey and his dog Max walk a Marathon County forest trall after a successful snowshoe and ruffed grouse foray into the adjacent popsle and alder

thickal.

A hunting dog
for all seasons

Versatile pointer
has nose for fur

as well as feathers

By Jim Les
Neusau Daily Herald

RINGLE — Twenty minules into
the hunt, a groose Jushed,

A bit skittizh, it rettled oot of &
thicket of bat-handle size popple at
the edge of o tag elder-lined ereck
bottorn 40 vards ghead of the dog
... and just out of our gim range,

“Be on the lookont,” Dennia
Carey cantionad,

“There may be ather gronse in
there, They aometimes group
togetlier at this time of vear”

Moments later Carey fired his
2-pangs.

Saconds after that [ pulled the
trigeer on my 16-gauge.

Then we both shot simultane-
ously.

By then, Max, Carey's G-year-old

pointer, was scrambling to keep

up.

When all the retrieving waa
done, he had brought in two snow-
shoe hares and a muffed grovsetoa

“That's what I ke about having
a versatile dog,” he exclaimed.

“I don't mind it at all when my
dog runs rabbits, In fact, T ke it
That's what Max 1= barn to do —
hunt geme.”

Max i3 a Drahthaer;, & dog more
commoanly known as a German

With a mutton-chap mustache
and the lean, muscular body of a
fcothall strong safiety, Max does not
prenee through the forest. He rips
through it.

“T don't have any worry about
someone stealing my dog,” Carey
eayve with & laugh, “He looka like a
mutt.”

White-coated hares

Actually, Max looks mors like
the town tough, the tmappreciated
gacial mutzider wha 15 not aboul to
back down from any challenge ... or
from envbody's idea of what a
ﬂuse dog should look and act

“Pva killed mare than 100 birds
over Max this year, including

durks, peese, woodeock, pheasants
and prouse ... plus & hall-dozen
rabbits” Carey sad.

That is the beauty and purpess
of heving a versatile dog .. a dog
that will hunt whatever game is on
that day's agenda.

Carey iz an avid member of the
Morth American Versatile Honting
Doy Association, a group that firm-
Iy believes the Lrue tesl of a dog is
its aliility ta hunt fur or fealher

Carey doean't go hunting specifi-
cally for cottontails or snowshaog
harz but if Max gives him an
opportunity to bag a bunny, he
usually takes it,

On this early Decembar day, wa
had a distinet advantage over tha
anowshoes that Max Mushed.
Being hares, snowshoas change
from & brown summer coat to a
white coat as winter approaches.
The change comes naturally
regardleas whether there is snow
on the grovnd or not,

Mother Nature feiled ro provide
gnow for our hunt and the white
hourncing hares stood out in stark
pomirast Lo the drab brown mmder-
bruszh. Sitting still in caver, they
remained well hidden but ones
thoy began running the moverent
was casy to spat.

“A lot of bird daog owners don't
want their dogs chasing after rab-
bits,” Carey said. “They think it
will rwin thair dog for hunting
grousa or pheasants,

*They're afraid thal il they
encourage it, their dog will want 1o
run rabbits when it zshould be
searching for birda,

*1 don't worry ahout that becausa
[ can control my dog. Il he's run-
ning a rabbit and I don't want him
to, [just call him off,

"If you can’t contrel your dog,
then vou might have a reason ta

WOTTY,

“Allowing Max to hunt rabhits
doesr't affect his alnlity or willing-
ness to hunt for grouse, phessenta
ar ducls, either”

Duck hunting

Moar pointing dogs are not used
for duck hunting but Mex, who has
o bristly coat, scems tao relish a

. plunge in the water almoet as

much as & Labrador retriaver
*I firmly balieve in heving & dog

oo

Retrieving and pointing are two major assets of Max, the

=

Dreththaar owned

by Denris Carey. Max, hown hema with a ruffed grouse, retrieves waterfowl
and a variety of upland game, including rablits and hares,

retrieve,” Carey said. "Thul’s part
of its job.

“Whether it's a duck, woodeock
or & snowshoo, [ want the dog to
find the game end bring it to me,
That's*very impertant to me and
Max does that” ¢

Caray eaid he hoyght Max as a
pup and trained him after joining
the North Central Wisconsin
Chapter of NAYDHA, one of four
chapters in the state, It has mom-
bers from throughour central
Wisconsin, from Wisconsin Rapids
o Bhinelander, Chippewa Fallz to
Green Bay.

Club members meet informally
to work their dogs and exchange
training tips the fourth Sunday of
each month at the Department of
Matural Resources’ designated dog
training srea along Highway O at
Meed Wildlife Ares in soulthern
Marathon County.

Thirty-three breeds, nearly all of
European origin, are recognized by
NAVHDA as being versatile dogs,
including the Brittany spaniel,
Lebrador retriever, golden retriav-
er, German shorthaired pointer,
Linglish setter, Munsterlander,
Weimeraner, griffon  and

drahthaar

“Working with other MAVHDA
membera was a big help in leamn-
ing how ta trein my dog,” said
Carey, who has begun to train doga
fior a fow ather poople.

Dhuring the course of our hunting
day; we hiked through three differ-
ent areaz of public land in
Marathon County, covering ahout
six miles of tag alder thickets, pop-
ple slashings, beaver pond edges,
tiny craek bottoms end upland
brush,

Grousa were not numerous but
we managed to flush about & dozen
birds in seven hours afield,

When the session ended, we had
geven grouse and four hare in the
har, & pretty fair day behind any
hound ar pointing dog.

All of qur success came courtesy
of Max, who pointed grouke and
hassled hare with equal aplamb.

Some of his best work was dane
loeating and halding grovse for us
as the hunt drew to a claze,

Carey was pleased,

“And they say you'll spoil a
painling dog hy letting him run
i‘nl;bita," he said in mock disbe-
ief,



